tiresome and often disfiguring diacritical
marks which are useless alike for those who
know Arabic and for those who do not.
I have also used both conventional and
what is termed as more accurate forms of
spelling various names. For example,
Barkook is written by some writers as
Barkuk and by others as Barquq, Abdul
Malik as Abd al-Malik, Tarik as Tariq,
Omar as Umar. I have also made use of
the Arabic and the Persian form of spell-
ing, such as Hajar ul-Aswad and Hajar-
i-Aswad, Masjid Al-Nabvi and Masjid-
i-Nabvi. The reason for this departure
from uniformity in spelling is through the
desire to familiarise the reader with
diverse forms of spelling adopted by differ-
ent writers. This I hope will help those
who would like to carry on the study of
this subject.
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